
There are a range of strategies in place to ensure that students 
at Wilston State School are improving their writing skills.  
Throughout the Teaching and Learning Cycle, teachers are 
provided time to engage in: 

Þ Planning  

Þ Moderation 

Þ Case Management  

Making A Difference in Writing 

Explicit Instruction in Writing 

· Students need explicit instruction in writing, beginning in 
Prep. 

· Students need to learn how the conventions of written 
language differ from those of spoken language. 

· Can we pick up writing skills just by reading?  
* NO - Writing involves deciding what to say, which 

words to use, how to use them, how to form the let-
ters and what order to place the words in (at sentence 
level). It often involves more complex sentence struc-
tures and precise vocabulary than spoken language. 

· We need to equip our students with the tools that will give 
them confidence as writers. 

Writing 
The Wilston Way 

Term 1, 2019 

Parents As 
Partners 

Writing Assessments 

Teachers make judgements 
about student work using 
summative assessments 

Summative assessments in 
English include: 

· Productive - writing, speak-
ing, creating 

· Receptive - reading, listen-
ing, viewing 

Teachers have consistency in 
planning, teaching and as-
sessing these areas. 
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When embedded in the content of the curriculum, 
writing instruction is a powerful teaching tool 

· Quality vs quantity 
· Students must learn how to write an effective sentence. 
· Sentence-level writing should not be dismissed as something that’s too basic for older students to engage in. 
· “Producing even a single sentence can impose major cognitive demands on students, especially if it requires them to explain, para-

phrase, or summarise sophisticated content” Bruce Sadler  
· Sentence writing requires explicit instruction. 

Sentences are the building blocks of all writing 

· Writing and content knowledge are intimately related – the more students know about a topic be-
fore they begin to write, the better they’ll be able to write about it. 

· You can’t write well about something you don’t know well. 
· Students need to understand the purpose and audience for their writing. 
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a collection of terms and their explanation that students will be exposed to.   Click HERE to access. 
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